
The Orchestra of Northern New York 
Encourages Junior High & High School 

Instrumentalists to 
Participate in a Unique Opportunity  

for Musical Achievement

SEVENTEENTH  
ANNUAL  

JAMES & KATHERINE  
ANDREWS  

YOUNG ARTIST  
COMPETITION 

Striving for Excellence

Saturday, February 11, 2023 
Snell Theater, Crane School of Music 

SUNY Potsdam

A Special Invitation

November 2022

Dear Music Teacher:

I am very excited to share 
information about a unique 
opportunity for your students to 
further pursue artistic growth and 
strive for musical excellence. 

Sponsored by The Orchestra of Northern 
New York (ONNY), the competition is open to 
junior high and senior high school students in 
Northern and Central New York as well as the 
Capital Region. All instumentalists are welcome, 
including strings, woodwinds, brass, percussion, 
piano and harp.

We hope you will find this opportunity to be a 
way to enhance what your students are already 
learning in your programs.

Our past winners of the Young Artist Competition 
say it best when they express why they entered 
the competition and how it has impacted their 
lives. 

Please address questions to ONNY’s 
Executive Director, Kathy Del Guidice, at 
executivedirector@onny.org or  
315-212-3440 or visit onny.org for more details and 
application forms.

On behalf of the ONNY Board of Directors and 
Management Team, thank you for all you do — 
day in and day out — to promote music education. 
We appreciate your teaching young musicians 
and guiding future audience members to a greater 
understanding and lifelong enjoyment of music.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Andrews, Music Director

ONNY’s Mission
The Orchestra of Northern New York 

enriches the quality of life in our region 
by sharing the power of music to  
inspire, educate, and entertain.
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Students interested in “Striving for 
Excellence” and competing against other 
young musicians are invited to participate in 
this Competition. It takes place on Saturday, 
February 11, 2023 at 10 am in Snell Theater, 
SUNY Potsdam. This event, now in its 17th year, 
inspires young musicians to reach their highest 
level of artistry. 

Students vie for First Place by performing a 
piece (maximum 15 minutes or one movement) 
from an approved Repertoire List FROM 
MEMORY. The Competition is live in-person. 
All students will receive written comments 
from each judge about their performance and 
Certificates of Participation.

The top three students take home cash prizes 
of $500, $300, and $150 respectively. The First 
Place Student also earns the opportunity 
to solo the competition piece with the full 
Orchestra at a future concert.

For more information about the Competition’s 
rules and regulations, approved Repertoire 
List, application requirements and form, visit 
onny.org, email competition@onny.org, or  
call 315-212-3440.  

The application deadline for the Young Artist 
Competition is Friday, January 28, 2023.

Young Artist Competition 
Striving for Excellence

2011 & 2012
Lilia Woolschlager
PIANO & OBOE • Croghan 
“I wanted to take my shot at being 
able to play in front of a live orchestra 
which is something young musicians 
just dream of doing. I will never forget 
those performances with ONNY. Those 
were the defining moments in my 
decision to pursue music as a career.”

2018
Silas Smith
HARP • Malone 
“My music teacher recommended the competition as a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to improve my musicianship 
and she was completely correct. The months of preparing 
and memorizing the competition material greatly 
improved my technical proficiency. And performing with 
the orchestra after winning the contest was a wonderful 
opportunity to improve my chamber music skills.”

 A Sampling of Past YAC Winners
2010
Nicole (Moody) Canull
CELLO • Lake Clear 
“I entered the competition because it was a 
fantastic opportunity to collaborate with a 
professional orchestra as a soloist. Furthermore, 
this competition was a springboard for my career. 
Because of dedicated people and organizations like 
this, I was inspired to pursue my passion in music.”

2021
Alex Wu
PIANO • Manlius 
“I entered the competition because I thought 
it was a great opportunity to test my skills and 
challenge myself. I got experience working with professionals, and it 
was satisfying and exciting to hear the piano part match up with the 
orchestra, since piano is usually a solo instrument.”

2019
Carole Wilay
VIOLIN • Carthage 
“I did the competition 
because I wanted to 
experience the rigor that goes 
into competitive performing 
and it impacted me by 
pushing me to enhance my 
skills in a way unlike everyday 
practicing and performing 
could achieve.”

2015
Chris Spinelli
PIANO • Syracuse 
“I wanted the chance to play with an 
orchestra and it truly was one of the 
most incredible things I’ve ever done 
in my life.  Looking back, I can tell 
you it was one of those moments in 
my life where I said, ok, this is what I 
want to do for the rest of my life.”

JAMES & KATHERINE ANDREWS  
YOUNG ARTIST COMPETITION

The late James and  
Katherine Andrews 
for whom the 
competition is 
named.


